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When you go home, tell them of us, and say,

for your tomorrows these gave their today.

       

        The Kohima Epitaph (Prayer)

        John Maxwell Edmunds

        (Smith, 1919)
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John Northend’s Observer Course at No 12 OTU (Operationåal Training Unit), RAF Kinloss.

Of the 12 ‘Observers’ (Navigators) on the course - 

• Eight were killed in action in bomber command during World War 2.

• Three - including John Northend - were posted to 61 Squadron at RAF Syerston.

• All three posted to 61 Squadron were killed in action in the first 5 weeks of 1943.

Figure 2.

4Page:



My second Cousin John Northend was killed in action in January 1943 whilst serving in Bomber 

Command as a Lancaster navigator. Coming from a military family, the narrative of the World Wars is 

woven into our family history. In many ways, our family has been defined by military service. 

In researching John’s story further, it became clear to me that we, as a family, got off lightly in both World 

Wars. Whilst others were wounded, and in some cases maimed, John Northend was the only member of 

our close family to lose his life. His loss however was the catalyst for this project.

As I began to travel to visit Commonwealth War Graves both here in the UK and abroad, I became 

acutely aware that every grave, each headstone in the immaculate cemeteries, each name on the 

impressive memorials, represented a life lost, and an abrupt end to an unfinished story. Most were young 

men – fathers, sons, brothers or uncles who would not achieve their dreams, have a family or see their 

family grow up. In some cases, like John’s, the loss of an only male child was the end of that branch of a 

family tree. The majority of those remembered in the Commonwealth War Graves died in their 20s. 

Once again, we are in an era of worldwide conflict. With my project I wanted to reflect not only on the 

monumental loss of life represented by the Commonwealth War Graves, but also to remember that The 

Fallen paid the ultimate price to secure the freedoms that we take for granted, but which may be at risk 

once more, today. 

Lest we forget. 
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Memorial Architecture
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Runnymede Commonwealth Air Forces 
Memorial to the Missing
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Municipal Cemeteries

(Individual Graves)
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FAMILIAL /  INDIVIDUAL 
MEMORIALISATION
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NATIONAL MEMORIALS
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Figure 36.
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the Sun, and in the morning, 

We will remember them.

        

        

        The Exhortation.

        Excerpt from ‘For The Fallen’ 

        Robert Laurence Binyon

        (Binyon. 1914) 
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Figure LIST OF FIGURES See Appendix

Figure 1: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Reichswald War Cemetery, Stone of Remembrance and Cross of Sacrifice 

Germany. 

NA

Figure 2: CROWN COPYRIGHT. 1942. Observers Course, No 12 OTU RAF Kinloss. NA

Figure 3: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Cemetery. Cross of Sacrifice. NA

Figure 4: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Cemetery. Alternate Cross. NA

Figure 5: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Bayeux War Cemetery. Stone of Remembrance with wreathes and floral tributes. NA

Figure 6: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Arnhem Oosterbeek Cemetery. Stone of Remembrance with wreathes and floral 

tributes after 80th Commemoration of the Battle of Arnhem, Operation Market Garden, September 1944.

NA

Figure 7: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Arnhem Oosterbeek Cemetery. Rows of graves with a variety of plantings. NA

Figure 8: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Commonwealth Air Forces Memorial, (CAFM) Runnymede. NA

Figure 9: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. CAFM Sergeant Francis John Brooker. 1

Figure 10: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. CAFM Flight Sergeant Leslie Raymond Carter. 2

Figure 11: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. CAFM Pilot Officer Thomas Fairhurst RAF.

Figure 12: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. CAFM Aicraftman 2nd Class John Frederick Hopkinson. 4

Figure 13: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. CAFM Sergeant William Albert McGinley. 5

Figure 14: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. CAFM Sergeant Lloyd James Atkins. 6

Figure 15: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Arnhem Oosterbeek Cemetery.‘Missing Name’. Standard Grave of an Unidentified 

Soldier. A Soldier of the 1939 – 1945 War, Known unto God. Arnhem September 1944. 

NA

Figure 16: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Waterhouses Cemetery, Esh Winning, Durham. Private Ralph Reather, 

Lincolnshire Regiment. 1920

7

Figure 17: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Frimley St. Peters Churchyard, Frimley, Surrey. CWGC graves amongst the 

civilian graves. 

NA

Figure 18: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Frimley St. Peters Churchyard, Frimley, Surrey. Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Cocks 

Royal Engineers. D-Day 6th June 1944.

8

Figure 19: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Cemetery. Lance Corporal J H Ayto 2nd Battalion Sherwood Foresters 

(Notts & Derby Regiment).

9

Figure 20: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Frimley St. Peters Churchyard, Frimley, Surrey. Major Kenneth Muir VC, The Argyll 

& Sutherland Highlanders. 

10

Figure 21: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Cemetery. Leading Airman D Stewart RN. 11

Figure 22: PARKES, Joanne. 2024. Dunkirk Town Cemetery, pebbles denoting a personal remembrance and mark of 

respect on a headstone.

NA
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Figure LIST OF FIGURES See Appendix

Figure 23: PARKES, Joanne. 2024. Reichswald War Cemetery. Private James Stokes VC, The King’s Shropshire 

Light Infantry. 

12

Figure 24: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Ranville Churchyard, France. Corporal Pierre Tanniou, No 10 (Inter-Allied) 

Commando and No 4 Commando on D-Day 6th June 1944.

13

Figure 25: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Ranville Churchyard, France. Sergeant Guy de Villardi, comte de Montlaur, No 10 

(Inter-Allied) Commando and No 4 Commando on D-Day 6th June 1944.

14

Figure 26: PARKES, Joanne. 2024. Reichswald War Cemetery. Captain Gordon Spencer Sheill MC Royal Army 

Medical Corps (Airborne)

15

Figure 27: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, Holland. Lieutenant HE “Jimmy” Pearson MC 

The Reconnaissance Corps, Airborne. Arnhem September 1944.

16

Figure 28: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, Holland. Private AMB Roozeboom No 10 

(InterAllied) Commando. Arnhem September 1944.

17

Figure 29: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Ranville Churchyard, France. Lieutenant HD Brotheridge. Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 

(Airborne) at Pegasus Bridge on D-Day 6th June 1944

18

Figure 30: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Cemetery. Flight Sergeant Josef Frantisek. 19

Figure 31: PARKES, Joanne. 2024. Dunkirk Town Cemetery. Lieutenant Henning Leifseth, Royal Norwegian Air 

Force.

20

Figure 32: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Brookwood Military Cemeteries, Free French Cemetery Plot. NA

Figure 33: SOVRON, Regan. 2024. Brookwood Military Cemeteries, Free French Cemetery Plot, Angel of 

Remembrance and Memorial to The Missing. 

NA

Figure 34: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Brookwood Military Cemeteries, Czechoslovakian Cemetery Plot. NA

Figure 35: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Municipal Cemetery, Newark On Trent, Polish Air Bridge Memorial. NA

Figure 36: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Newark Municipal Cemetery, Newark On Trent, Polish Air Bridge Memorial. 

(Obverse view).

NA

Figure 37: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Brookwood Military Cemeteries, Muslim Plot. NA

Figure 38: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Cannock Chase Deutscher Soldaten Friedhof. NA

Figure 39: PARKES, Shaun. 2024. Cannock Chase Deutscher Soldaten Friedhof. General Field Marshal Ernst Busch 

German Army.
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